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Vascular nursing, 3rd ed
Victoria Fahey; Philadelphia; 1999; W.B. Saunders;
488 pages.
The third edition of Vascular nursing brings nurses
and other health care professionals up to date on the most
current treatment available for this patient population and
includes opinions from physician, advanced practice nurse,
and registered nurse experts in speciality areas. The book
comprises 488 pages and includes numerous illustrations.
The authors present numerous management options on a
variety of subjects, including both venous and arterial dis-
ease. The editor is well known in vascular nursing and has
contributed significantly to the field.
The book consists of five parts. Part I, chapters 1 to 3,
is an overview of the arterial and venous system, including
pathophysiology. There is also a chapter on lymphedema
that covers the pathophysiology, treatment, and nursing
interventions for this population. Part I provides an excel-
lent review of vascular systems while also covering arteri-
tis, vasospastic phenomenon, and fibromuscular dysplasia.
Part II includes chapters 4 to 9 and covers perioperative
evaluation, management and clinical assessment of the vas-
cular system, noninvasive vascular testing, percutaneous vas-
cular intervention, and imaging techniques. Also covered
are intraoperative nursing care, medications, and thrombot-
ic disorders in vascular patients. There are numerous angio-
graphic illustrations that are very informative.
Part III contains chapters 10 to 16, in which the pri-
mary focus is arterial disease: vascular medicine and vascular
rehabilitation, surgery of the aorta including surgical
approach, arterial reconstruction of the lower extremity,
extracranial cerebrovascular disease, upper extremity prob-
lems, renovascular hypertension, and mesenteric ischemia.
This is a comprehensive evaluation of these problems,
including perioperative, postoperative, and discharge in-
structions. There are also clinical pathways for individual
procedures that are helpful and informative. This informa-
tion will be useful, not only to nurses, but also to other
allied health professionals and nursing and medical students.
Part IV includes chapters 17 and 18, which deal with
venous disease—both chronic and acute. It discusses the
clinical manifestations, diagnostic evaluation, and manage-
ment of venous thrombosis and pulmonary embolism and
treatment options and results. Highlights include superfi-
cial thrombophlebitis, deep vein thrombosis, pulmonary
embolism, and venous thromboembolism prophylaxis.
Part V includes chapters 19 to 21 and covers specific
problems related to the vascular patient, including vascu-
lar access surgery, amputation in the vascular patient, and
vascular trauma. It includes the nursing management of
both dialysis access and venous access patients and indica-
tions for amputation, the techniques used, complications,
and the preoperative and postoperative nursing manage-
ment. An acute care and rehabilitation amputee clinical
pathway is also included along with limb care and dis-
charge planning. The mechanism and pathophysiology of
vascular injuries and injuries by anatomic location, along
with the concept and application of damage control prin-
ciples to vascular surgery and with nursing implications
pertinent to these issues, are discussed in detail.
This comprehensive book provides a multidiscipli-
nary approach to vascular nursing. The objective is to
provide the reader a broad spectrum of up-to-date infor-
mation. The cumulative expertise of the editor and the
contributors ensures an excellent reference book for vas-
cular disease and nursing management. The book is well
written, thorough, and easy to follow. The collaborative
efforts of the editor and coauthors have been most suc-
cessful.
Karen Bruni, RN, MSN
Albany Medical College
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Thrombolytic therapy
Gerald Timmis; Armonk; 1999; Futura; 357 pages;
$98.00.
Acute myocardial infarction has been called the
“quintessential 20th century disease.” Thrombolytic ther-
apy for acute myocardial infarction has been identified as
one of the more “majestic medical achievements of the
century” by some.
Thrombolytic therapy by Gerald C. Timmis is a mono-
graph that takes the reader on a journey of the evolution
of thrombolytic therapy for acute myocardial infarction
and chronicles the seminal contributions. Gerald Timmis,
MD, and his contributors recount this therapeutic journey
and successfully avoid non-productive controversies. The
authors focus on this therapeutic strategy and offer a step-
wise unfolding of information leading to the inescapable
conclusion that restoring unobstructed myocardial reper-
fusion in the shortest possible time frame after the onset
of symptoms of myocardial infarction is associated with
the best possible outcome.
In the first, but important chapter, Peter Rentrop
summarizes the evolution in concepts that associate coro-
nary thrombosis with acute myocardial infarction. How
this concept came in and out of fashion, how the National
Institutes of Health workshop played an important role in
